A2 Hello SRF, Hezbollah is not a social club, but a terrorist
Ee organization

Summary

« A SRF reel wants to explain “what Hezbollah is”, according to his
own statements. But instead of clarifying the terrorist nature of the
organization, it is being glossed over.

» Hezbollah appears in the article primarily as a religious, political
and social force in Lebanon. Its role as a terrorist organization is
relegated to the background.

» The fact that Hezbollah in Lebanon has contributed significantly to
the flight of Christiansis also not an issue.

« According to SRF, Israel and the Israeli army, which invaded
Lebanon at the time, are to blame for the existence of Hezbollah.

» The fact that this invasion in both 1978 and 1982 was a reaction to
terrorist attacks from Lebanon (and was aimed at the PLO) is
deliberately concealed.

* On the contrary, the SRF reel refers several times to “Israeli
attacks” - instead of making it clear that Hezbollah had previously
attacked Israel massively with rockets.

» The report remains true to the narrative pattern of Swiss public
radio and television: Israel is an aggressive militant power.

» The fact that Israel’s opponents want to destroy the Jewish state is
not worth mentioning for SRF.

From David Spuler

It begins with pictures from Lebanon: destroyed houses, figures on damaged
homes, a ceasefire. Then the question: “What exactly is Hezbollah and how big is its
influence in Lebanon?”
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So far, so legitimate. If you want to understand the war in northern Israel and
Lebanon, you have to understand Hezbollah. But this is exactly where the problem
begins: SRF does not explain Hezbollah incorrectly, SRF explains it softly. The reel
says: In our country, we know Hezbollah primarily as a terrorist organization that
repeatedly attacks Israel and is itself attacked by Israel. But it is also a religious and
political organization.

That sounds balanced, but it is not. Because this portrayal alone shifts the
perspective. Hezbollah as a terrorist organization becomes the Western perception,
while the political and social role of Hezbollah in Lebanon becomes a much more
important reality. It is true: Hezbollah is more than just an armed group in Lebanon.
It sits in parliament, runs social institutions and controls entire areas. SRF itself
describes it as a “state within a state”. In the SRF reel, this fact appears to be more
of an explanation than a problem. This is because the Lebanese state itself is not in
a position to take over the social functions of Hezbollah.

“Israel and Iran are not doing well together”

The real reason for the “state within a state” reality is not explained: the superiority
of the Shiite terrorist organization over the Lebanese army. And the reel also plays
down why Iran has given Hezbollah such a massive military build-up in Lebanon.
“Israel and Iran don’t have it good together,” is the original quote. This is the -
misleading - way in which Swiss public radio and television describes the fact that
the Islamist mullah regime in Tehran has declared the destruction of the Jewish
state to be a matter of state. And that Hezbollah is an important means of achieving
this goal.

The current escalation in Lebanon is also told “crookedly” by SRF. The report begins
with Israeli attacks and Lebanese destruction. The suffering in Lebanon is real. But
the context is missing: just as after the massacre on October 7, Hezbollah once
again began firing massive amounts of rockets into northern Israel during the latest
escalation with Iran. The Israeli counter-attack was merely a reaction to this rocket
fire, which forced over half a million Israelis to spend most of their time in shelters
or flee their homes for weeks.

In response to the Israeli counter-reaction, the SRF narrator says succinctly that
Hezbollah cannot simply be “bombed out” of Lebanon. This is a convenient
sentence because it immediately makes any harsh criticism of Hezbollah appear
naive or brutal. But the real question is different: why is an Iranian-controlled militia
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allowed to be stronger than the Lebanese state?

Significantly, the article also fails to mention that Hezbollah itself is heavily
criticized in Lebanon. President Joseph Aoun, who is currently holding peace talks
with Israel, recently condemned Hezbollah with the words: “When you started the
war (against Israel, ed.), did you first ask whether our state agreed to it?” And Peter
Germanos, the former president of the Lebanese military court, wrote on X
(formerly Twitter): “Hezbollah is working to abolish the Lebanese state.”

For SRF, Israel is the eternal aggressor

But of course such words do not fit into the SRF framing of Israel, which always
follows the same pattern: Israel bombs, Israel is the aggressor. Israel’s opponents,
including terrorist organizations such as Hezbollah, are glossed over as social
organizations.

SRF has already faced official criticism on several occasions in its Middle East
reporting. In 2025, for example, the Independent Complaints Authority for Radio
and Television (UBI) came to the conclusion that SRF had violated the diversity
requirement when reporting on Gaza protests at universities because important
facts and background information were missing. The SRG ombudsman’s office also
criticized an SRF Kids report on the Middle East conflict as inappropriate, among
other things because of the inadequate classification of Hamas and Hezbollah.

At the end of the “explanatory video”, the young narrator of the Hezbollah reel
asks: “Do you understand now?”. Yes, we have understood: Hostility towards Israel
on Swiss radio and television is as widespread as ever.
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